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Senior government officials from 
relevant ministries and institutions 
visited and provided food to troops 
stationed along Cambodia’s borders 

with Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam during the 
Khmer New Year festival to show their appre-
ciation and offer additional support. 

During a meeting and gift-giving ceremony 
for soldiers stationed along the Cambodian-Thai 
border, General Tea Seiha, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of National Defence, said 
that the government is always attentive to the 
well-being and livelihood of soldiers and their 
families, regardless of the circumstances. 

He praised the soldiers for their sacrifices 
in protecting the nation, religion, the King, 
territorial integrity, and maintaining peace 
and order for the people.

Keo Pong, personal assistant to Senate 
President Hun Sen, visited soldiers stationed at 
the Cambodia-Laos border in Siem Pang district, 
Stung Treng province earlier this week. 

He stated that the Cambodian army has stead-
fastly defended the territory by following orders 
from the Head of Government, the Ministry 
of National Defence, and the Commander-in-
Chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces. 

Pong noted that the army plays a key role 
in combatting various crimes, including drug 
offences, illegal border crossings, and main-
taining security along the borders with neigh-
boring countries.

National Police Chief General Sar Thet, 
during his visit to the Border Protection Police 

Force in Region 5 of Banteay Meanchey 
province earlier this week, instructed the force 
to strengthen cooperation with relevant units 
and exchange information to prevent and 
address crimes in a timely manner.

Seun Sam, a policy analyst at the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia, praised the activities 
of government officials visiting and providing 
gifts to border forces, calling them important 
actions that should be implemented nationwide. 

He noted that while Cambodians often 
travel to visit relatives during the Khmer New 
Year, the border forces remain responsible 
for protecting the nation, and such gestures 
of appreciation are crucial.

Sam also emphasised the importance of 
financial support for soldiers and their families, 
noting that providing sufficient funds and regular 
support enables soldiers to care for their families. 

Pa Chanroeun, President of the Cambodian 
Institute for Democracy, also underscored 
the importance of direct visits by leaders to 
the border areas, which are often remote and 
not frequently visited.
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Oxcart race preserves 
cultural heritage

AUTHORITIES in Kampong Speu province 
held an oxcart race on Monday to preserve 
the cultural heritage of the province. 

Provincial Governor Cheam Chansophorn 
participated in the event, which took place in 
Snor Village 2, Rokar Thom commune, Chbar 
Morn City, Kampong Speu province.

Sun Meanchey, Director of the 
Department of Culture and Fine Arts of 
Kampong Speu province, said that the 
ceremony was held to preserve, promote, 
and further develop the oxcart racing tradi-
tion passed down by Khmer ancestors. 

He added that Kampong Speu province 
organises this race every year, with cattle 
owners and enthusiasts from other provinces 
also taking part.

The oxcart race event always brings smiles 
to the public, showcasing Khmer traditions 
that have existed since ancient times. This year, 
a total of 67 oxcarts from various provinces 

participated in the competition, including 44 
large oxcarts and 23 small oxcarts.

Chansophorn noted that oxcarts were 
originally used only for transporting dowries 
at weddings and for carrying elders during 
traditional festivals. Over time, villagers 
initiated oxcart races in villages, communi-
ties, and even towns to celebrate the tradi-
tional New Year.

Chansophorn also encouraged the race 
committee to increase the number of oxcarts 
to hundreds and make them larger than in 
previous years, aiming to attract the attention 
of local people, national and international 
visitors, as well as the younger generation. 

He noted that in the future, invitations 
would likely come from capital and provincial 
leaders. He also urged oxcart owners to 
decorate their bulls or carts with unique art 
to make them more attractive. The oxcart or 
bull receiving the most attention would receive 
additional support from the race organising 
committee.
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