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TOKYO (The Yomiuri 
S h i m b u n / A N N )  T h e 
government  l aunched 
an office to prepare for 
the establishment of a 
planned digital agency 
Wednesday, with the aim of 
centralizing the digitization 
of administrative services.

Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga urged government 
officials at the launch event 
to promote reform that 
paves the way for the future 
without adhering to the 
interests and precedents of 
the ministries and agencies 
they belong to. He also 
reiterated his intention to 
submit related bills to an 
ordinary Diet session next 
year.

Suga stressed that the 
envisaged agency will play 
the role of revolutionising 
the nation’s social and 
economic activities as a 
pillar of a new growth 
strategy.

To offer encouragement 
to government officials, 
Digital Transformation 

Minister Takuya Hirai, 
who assumed the post of 
chief of the preparatory 
office, said: “We aim at 
providing services that 
make people happy. I want 
you to bring a breath of 
fresh air into Kasumigaseki 
[bureaucracy].”

The preparatory office 
was set up in the information 

JAKARTA (The Jakarta 
Post/ANN) -- The police 
have  d i spe r s ed  more 
than 4 million gatherings 
nationwide since authorities 
first instated bans on public 
gatherings in March in an 
effort to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 

“ We ’ v e  d i s p e r s e d 
4,091,339 public activities,” 
National Police chief Gen. 
Idham Azis said dur ing 
a  hear ing  wi th  House 
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
C o m m i s s i o n  I I I 
overseeing legal affairs 
on Wednesday. 

“ T h e  p o l i c e  h a v e 
continued to patrol in 
areas prone to the spread 
of the coronavirus, but we 

technology strategy office of 
the Cabinet Secretariat in 
Tokyo’s Toranomon district.

About 50 officials from 
the secretariat, the Economy, 
Trade and Industry Ministry, 
and the Internal Affairs and 
Communications Ministry, 
as well as about 10 people 
from the private sector are 
expected to work in the 
office.

The creation of a digital 
agency is the centerpiece of 
the Suga administration’s 
aim to break down the 
government’s vertically 
integrated structure. The 
preparatory office will be 
in charge of designing the 
digital agency’s systems and 
drafting related bills.

The digital agency’s 
services are expected to cover 
a wide range of operations, 
including the spread of 
the use of My Number 
cards, which are needed 
for online applications for 
government services, and 
the unification of central and 
local government systems.  

Japan prepares for 
establishment of digital agency

Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga speaks at the launch 
event of an office to prepare 
for the establishment of a 
planned digital agency in 
Tokyo on Wednesday.

pay attention to human 
rights principles.” In an 
edict issued by Idham on 
March 19, the police urged 
the public to refrain from 
organizing gatherings in 
public places or on private 
property, including social 
meetings, workshops, music 
festivals, sporting events, 
mass protests and family 
receptions.  

Since the edict came into 
force, police officers have 
been dispersing gatherings 
and crowds during patrols 
throughout the country. 
One of the latest operations 
occurred on Monday when 
the police dispersed an 
event organized by the 
Save Indonesia Coalition 

(KAMI) in Surabaya, East 
Java, because a large crowd 
had formed. 

Former TNI commander 
Gatot Nurmantyo, a member 
of  the  o rgan iza t ion’s 
presidium, had planned 
to give a speech at the 
event. Idham added that 
the police had investigated 
other cases related to the 
pandemic, namely 104 
cases of alleged fake news, 
36 cases of food hoarding 
and 18 cases of medical 
e q u i p m e n t  h o a r d i n g . 
“Since  March ,  we’ve 
conducted preemptive and 
preventive measures against 
hoaxes. We’ve conducted 
23,830,650 cyber patrols,” 
he added.

Police have dispersed more than 4 million 
gatherings nationwide since March

Jakartans crowd Jl. Jatibaru in Tanah Abang, Central Jakarta, ahead of Idul Fitri, despite 
large-scale social restrictions (PSBB).


