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ñKorea will play an active role to promote 

international solidarity in COVID-19 responses. 

There will also be a lot of room for cooperation 

on COVID-19 responsesò 
President Moon Jae-in 

Republic of Korea 

 
April 8, 2020 

Phone Conference to President of Republic of Estonia 

 

 

As President Moon Jae-in of the Republic of Korea said, ñthe impact of the health and 

economic crisis caused by COVID-19 is the first of its kind.ò In order to overcome this crisis, 

it is very important to make joint efforts at both regional and national level, as well as globally. 

This paper is a summary of Koreaôs comprehensive response against COVID-19 using ICT 

and other innovative technologies over the past three months from January to April 15, 2020. 
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1. Introduction   

Figure 1 New case of COVID-19 and speedy response of Korean authority 

 

With the spread of COVID-19, the world is facing an unprecedented economic, social and 

political crisis. Global leaders and experts said COVID-19 is and will be ñthe gravest 

challenge since the World War II.ò Korea is no exception in this global pandemic. Korea had 

a surge of COVID-19 outbreak and virus started spreading at the local and community level. 

The number of new coronavirus cases increases exponentially peaking at 909 new 

infections on February 29. But new case has dropped significantly. Korea was able to 

successfully flatten the curve on COVID-19 in only 20 days without complete lockdown, 

which has had a huge impact on global economy, but maintaining a balance between 

quarantine and social distancing on one hand and continue with economic activities and 

production on the other. 

 

What is the secret of Korea's successful response?  

 

Picture 1 How Korea responded to a pandemic using ICT  
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Recent Outbreak Situation of COVID-19 in Korea (As of April 4, 2020) 
 

By gender, women accounted for 59.9% more than men. In particular, the proportion of 

women in their twenties and higher was high. The average age of the confirmed patients 

was 44.1 years (median age 45 years), and those in their 20s and 50s were 69.8%. In 

particular, the 20s showed a higher percentage of 27.3% (2,799) than other age groups. 

The median age of death was 77. 2 years (median age 79 years). The fatality rate among 

all confirmed patients was 1.79%, and the fatality rate over 80 years old was the highest at 

19.57%. 

<Week 14 New Reported Cases of COVID-19>        <Total Reported Cases of COVID-19> 

Recently, the increase and decrease have been repeated within 100 people per day, and 
an average of 88 people per day occurred on the 14th week (March 29 to April 4) 70.9% 
(7.278 patients) of patients with the first symptom onset (onset date) had a median of 3 
days (mean 4.5 days) from the onset of diagnosis to the diagnosis of the confirmed 
patient.  
 

 

< Average of  4.5 days of time lag report >  
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ICTs played a vital role in fighting COVID-19 in Korea. Mobile devices were used to 

support early testing and contact tracing. Advanced ICTs were particularly useful in 

spreading key emergency information on novel virus and help to maintain extensive ósocial 

distancingô. The testing results and latest information on COVID-19 was made available via 

national and local government websites. The government provided free smartphone apps 

flagged infection hotspots with text alerts on testing and local cases. In the publication, we 

will present actual response measures of Korean government against COVID-19 using the 

latest ICTs and discuss how we can fight smarter against an invisible micro-pathogen. We 

hope the information and experience of Korea may provide a valuable solution to help your 

country and community combat COVID-19.  
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2. ICT helps  SOCIAL DISTANCING  

 

  


